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Welcome to this INNS Surveying Guide and thank 

you for offering your time to the Yorkshire Invasive 

Species Forum. 

The Yorkshire Invasive Species Forum was formed in 2012 to 

coordinate Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) action 

throughout Yorkshire. A large part of this includes recording 

data on invasive species; where they are, what they are and 

how much of them are present. The spread of INNS is an 

ever evolving landscape. It is integral that we can keep track 

of their spread so we can plan and take action to reduce 

and control invasive species throughout Yorkshire. 

INNS Survey data allows us to do this. Your knowledge and 

expertise is really valuable to the work of the Yorkshire In-

vasive Species Forum and in turn, that of many other organ-

isations tackling INNS throughout Yorkshire. It is your efforts 

and your data collection which is allowing INNS action to be 

targeted throughout the region. 
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1.Planning a survey 

 Review survey stretch 

 Plan access to survey section 

 Examine Risk Assessments & create buddying system 

2. The Walkover 

 Recording data  

3. Uploading Data 

 Enter survey stretch 

 Enter species records 

Surveys are a great opportunity to get out and explore a 

new area whilst collecting  valuable data! 

 The basic steps of the survey are shown opposite. More de-

tail about each section can be found in the following pages of 

this guide. If you have any questions regarding how to under-

take a survey please let us know. Contact details can be found 

on page 12. 

Courtesy of andyayres  

http://www.ayrespodiatry.com/author/andyayres/
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 The INNS Team or coordinator will contact the surveyor 

and offer a survey stretch to begin surveying, such as the 

stretch shown in Figure 1. The surveyor can either ac-

cept or decline the stretch by responding to the request 

 When a stretch has been accepted, the surveyor must 

plan access to the survey section. Nearly all sections are 

adjoining streams, rivers or lakes. However public access 

may not always be available throughout the whole 

length of the section. Please do not trespass on private 

land when you carry out your survey.  

 If you cannot survey a stretch of watercourse because 

there is no public right of way, let us know along with 

the start and end points of your survey.  We may be able 

to seek access 

 If you wish, you can try to find out who owns the land 

and ask permission to access that stretch. 

 
Remember: We must have landowners permission when survey-

ing on private land. 

Figure 1—example of a survey section 
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It is of great importance to us that our surveyors are safe 

when collecting data. We ask all surveyors to follow this pro-

cedure so we can ensure everyone is working safely. 

There are 3 things to consider: 

1. Generic Risk Assessment 

2. Dynamic Risk Assessment 

3. Buddying System 

The Generic Risk Assessment lists associated risks when col-

lecting INNS data. 

The Dynamic Risk Assessment is used in conjunction with the 

Generic Risk Assessment to monitor and assess any changes 

in the activity or environment whilst undertaking a survey. 

A Buddying system must be in place for the survey. An availa-

ble contact needs to know where you are planning to survey 

and your estimated start and finish times. You must check in 

with the contact before and after the survey. 

If any of the risks become unacceptable then a surveyor must 

end there activity immediately. Your safety is our priority. 

Remember: Use RA’s when planning and undertaking your sur-

vey. 

Figure 2—example of a Dynamic Risk Assessment 
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Ok you have completed your preparation, now it’s time to get 

out and collect your data! 

You can start your walkover at either end of the survey 

stretch. Remember your suitable clothing and footwear! 

To record your data you will need: 

 A paper map of the survey stretch or GPS device 

 A pen or pencil 

 Access to a computer and internet following your survey  

Use Paper maps during your walkover to record your 

sightings. You can choose to use a numbering system and key

(as shown in figure 4) or just simply mark on the species loca-

tion. Don’t forget to record an estimation of the size of infec-

tion in metres.  

 

Figure 4—Paper Map including Invasive species records key 

igu 
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Following a survey it is crucial that the data collected is up-

loaded onto our web platform; INNS Mapper. 

 INNS Mapper displays Invasive species data on a series 

of open access maps, so INNS Stakeholders can begin to 

formulate action plans based on the data collected. 

 To access INNS Mapper please visit http://ywt-data.org/

inns-mapper/home  

 To view current data and to input new data you will need 

to create an account. This can be done by simply clicking 

the ‘log in’ tab and following the ‘Create new account’ 

instructions. 

 Once you have created an account, data can be inputted 

using the ‘Survey’ tab and ‘Enter a Survey’ page. This is 

shown in more detail on page 8. 

Figure 5—INNS Mapper web platform Homepage 
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Use the tick box to select whether 

you are a YWT volunteer 

Left-click and select date when sur-

vey was undertaken. 

Input the duration of the survey in 

minutes. 

Use the navigation tools (blue ar-

rows and zoom bar) on the map to 

zoom into the survey section 

Click on ‘Define stretch of river’ This 

will activate interactive tool. 

Use mouse to select start and end 

points on the map with interactive tool. 

The survey section will be highlighted in 

blue. 

Click ‘save details and enter records’ 

Figure 6—Entering a survey stretch on INNS Mapper 
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A ‘How to’ Video is available on INNS Mapper which takes you 

through this step by step 
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Use your mouse to select a location 

for the species record onto the map  

 

Add any relevant comments to the 

box including stage of growth, accessi-

bility etc. 

Click ‘Next Step’ to input invasive 

species 

Figure 6a—Entering a species record on INNS Mapper 
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Use tick box to add correct species 

 

Add length of infection in Metres 

 

If you have taken any photos of 

the infection you can add these by 

clicking ‘Add Images’ 

 

Press ‘Save’ to complete data input 

Figure 6b—Entering a species record on INNS Mapper 

13. 

11. 

12. 

11. 12. 13. 

14. 

14. 



11 

Other things to keep in mind: 

 A series of instructional videos are available on the 

‘How to Videos’ section of INNS Mapper, including 

‘How to enter a survey’ 

 During a survey do not attempt to enter a water-

course. Often, water can be deeper than it appears 

and there can be deep silt on the bed in which you 

can get stuck.  

 Do not touch Giant Hogweed. It’s sap can cause seri-

ous burns and blisters that are photosensitive; i.e. 

they can come back when exposed to the sun. Make 

sure that you familiarise yourself with what Giant 

hogweed looks like before you start your survey.  

 Any queries or questions don’t hesitate to contact 

the INNS team. We are happy to help! 

 

Figure 7—Photo of Giant Hogweed  Courtesy of GBNNSS 
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Biosecurity 

It is important that we undertake biosecurity 

measures when out in the field. To do this: 

1. Ensure footwear is clean and dry prior to arriving 

at the survey location. 

2. Following the survey check clothing and foot-

wear and remove any debris on site which may 

have been picked up during the survey. 

3. At home soak footwear in warm water (45C) for 

15minutes. And ensure footwear and equipment 

is dry before re-use. This will greatly reduce the 

risk of spreading Invasive species 

For more information on our Biosecurity procedure 

please refer to our INNS & Biosecurity factsheet or vis-

it http://www.nonnativespecies.org/checkcleandry/  

  

 

Yorkshire Invasive Species Forum 

For any questions or queries please get in touch at: 

Email: Invasives@ywt.org.uk  

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (Huddersfield) :  

01484 663185 


